
Reading comprehension 
example questions



Literary devices

Which literary device has been used in the following 

quotation?

‘I can feel every hair on my body stand to attention’

A simile

B metaphor

C anecdote

D repetition

E personification

1 2 3 4



Vocabulary: Define a word

Read the passage, then answer the question below.

Which of the following is the best definition of 

‘visualise’ (line 40)?

A to draw a picture on paper

B to create an image using various media

C to restore an image to its original state

D to create a painting for others

E to form a picture in the mind

1 2 3 4



Vocabulary: Choose a synonym

Which of the following words is an antonym for 

‘synthetic’ (line 41)?

A man-made

B substitute

C manufactured

D artificial

E authentic

1 2 3 4



Vocabulary: Identify a word from a definition

Find the word that means ‘occurring in unison’.

A movement

B together

C trained

D always

E synchronising

1 2 3 4



Retrieval

1 2 3 4

Which of these statements is true? Choose two.

A
The narrator is running the first half of the race then his friend 

will take over.

B
The narrator is taking part in a special race where they are 

blindfolded to make it more challenging.

C
The narrator has difficulty seeing and needs a friend to help 

him run.

D The narrator is a runner competing in a race alone.

E The narrator is a runner competing in an international race.



Inference

‘Omario’s rough hands slip on the tether that holds 

us together...’ (line 34)

Why do you think Omario does this?

A To help keep Caleb steady so he doesn’t fall before the race.

B
To tie the coloured band on Caleb so the attendants know 

which runner he is.

C It’s Caleb’s lucky mascot and he never runs without it.

D To guide Caleb during the race as he is visually impaired.

E It is a metaphor for the close bond Omario and Caleb share.

1 2 3 4



Structure

Below are five statements which describe key events 

in the text. Choose the event which happened third.

A Omario raises Caleb’s hand to get a cheer from the crowd.

B Caleb discusses his emotions as he enters the stadium.

C
Omario attaches the rope to join him and Caleb together 

before the race begins.

D
Caleb is guided to his starting blocks and focuses on setting  

his feet up correctly.

E
The noise in the stadium becomes quiet as the race is about  

to begin.

1 2 3 4



Parts of speech

Which word in this sentence is a preposition?

‘I can’t imagine running without him.’

A can’t

B him

C imagine

D running

E without

1 2 3 4



Prediction

If the text were to continue, which of the following 

might the author write about next?

A how they won the race

B the crowd’s reaction to starting the race

C how they felt after the race

D Omario’s experience of the race

E Caleb’s thoughts and feelings during the race

1 2 3 4



Authorial intent

‘And we run.’ (line 52)


Why did the author choose to end the story this 

way?

A
To keep the reader interested in what may have happened, 

allowing them to create their own ideas about the storyline.

B
To reduce the amount of detail because the story has a lot of 

detail in previous paragraphs.

C
To include as much detail about the actual race as possible to 

keep the reader interested in the story.

D
To add some poetry to the story because it rhymes with the 

previous sentence.

E
To stop the reader from getting bored because the story is 

too long.

1 2 3 4



Literary devices

What literary device is used in the quotation below?


‘Bang! There goes the gun –’

A simile

B metaphor

C alliteration

D hyperbole

E onomatopoeia

1 2 3 4



Evidence

Read the passage, then answer the question below.

What evidence is there to suggest that trees 

protect themselves against insects? Choose two.

A
They send out signals to alert nearby trees when they are 

being attacked.

B They produce chemicals to protect themselves.

C There is no evidence to suggest this.

D
They release a poisonous gas that kills insects that are 

attacking them.

E
They communicate with larger animals who come and eat the 

insects found on the trees.

1 2 3 4



Summary

Read the passage, then answer the question below.

Which of the following best summarises paragraph 3 

(lines 10-16)?

A
The author gives details of Messi’s happy childhood in 

Argentina.

B
The author highlights the adversity Messi experienced as a 

child.

C The author makes us feel really sorry for Lionel Messi.

D The author lists Messi’s skills and talents.

E The author explains how many goals Messi scored for Newell’s.

1 2 3 4



Parts of speech

What type of words are the following?

Messi (line 17), Spain (line 18), Barcelona (line 26),  

Champion’s League (line 30)

A adjectives

B pronouns

C articles

D prepositions

E proper nouns

1 2 3 4


